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“Approved 05/22/12” 

NATIVITY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday – April 24, 2012 

6:30 P.M. – Nazareth Room 
 

At 6:36 p.m., Eric Krueger led the Council in Evening Prayer.  

At 6:49 p.m., Chairman Greg Schmalz called the meeting to order pursuant to notice.   

Council Members Present:  

Fr. Kevin Boucher, Duane Koble, Laura Alderman,  Dale Craft, Bonnie Faller, Eric Krueger, Brenda 

Lang, Joe Miranowski, Anne Moynihan, Wendy Paulson, Greg Schmalz, Don Schott, Lisa Suda, and 

Corporate Secretary Mykal Sonstelie  

Council Members Absent:  Fr. Tom Feltman, David Brunelle, James Maertens and Corporate Treasurer 

Michael O’Leary 

Minutes from the 02/28/2012 Parish Council meeting were provided prior to the meeting and accepted by 

unanimous consensus. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Nativity Anew II Update – Fr. Kevin reported on the construction project from the four meetings held to 

date:  

 All asbestos in the classroom floor tiles need to be abated at an estimated additional cost of $10K.   

 A fire suppression system is required to be installed in the kitchen and walk-in cooler at an 

additional cost. 

 Boilers were cut up and removed and piping pulled from the ground.   

 Minor electrical work has been completed.   

 The fencing for construction equipment will be installed the Friday before Memorial Day. 

 The old air handling system has been removed.   

 A large part of the south end of the parking lot will be needed for construction equipment; 

therefore access into the parking lot and building will be a challenge during workdays.   

 Soccer fields will not be available.  Playground equipment will be open in the fall.  

 Sanford will stripe the Nativity parking lot at no cost and parking spaces for Sanford employees 

may be color coded. 

 A letter will be mailed to the neighborhood advising them of the construction and that traffic and 

parking will be an issue.   

 Official turning of dirt is the Tuesday after Memorial Day once school has closed.  The only date 

available for a groundbreaking ceremony is Sunday, May 20
th
 after the 10:45 a.m. Mass.  A 

number of people and groups will be representatives at the groundbreaking ceremony.  Father 

took suggestions of others to invite to the groundbreaking.   

 The weekend of May 18-19 will be quite busy - the Fargo Marathon, Nativity School’s 50
th
 

Alumni Reunion and recognizing the first communicants. 

 Open Houses will be held for the school and for the parish. 

 Expected completion date is April 1, 2013, so be aware of the following events next year – Easter 

on March 31, 2013, two CRHP weekends in April, and two weddings.   

 

Other Old Business – None 
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NEW BUSINESS 

First Reading of Amendments to the Constitution & By-Laws 

Council members received a draft of recommended changes to the Constitution and By-Laws.  Each 

member was asked to review both documents and provide their input to Brenda prior to the Second and 

final reading at the May meeting. 

 

Fr. Kevin noted that “Inclusion Ministry” is a new ministry under Parish Faith Life Commission; with the 

purpose of including, but not limited to, special needs and children. 

 

Discussion: “The People are the Church”  

During break, a video presentation by Fr. Michael Himes was shown on the topic, “The People are the 

Church” as described by Cardinal Newman.  Discussion followed. 

 

Other New Business  - None 

 

Pastor’s Comments 

 During Holy Week and Easter Triduum, Fr. Kevin and Fr. Tom presided at or attended 20  

liturgical services.  Attendance was lower than in past years, as was true at other churches.  

Offering on Easter Sunday was excellent.  A Friday Night Tenebrae Service was added 

during Holy Week and was well received. 

 Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) is up and running and the next four weekends have 

been scheduled this fall and next spring. 

 Both priests have a busy schedule through Memorial Day. 

 
Parochial Vicar’s Comments 

Fr. Kevin reported on Fr. Tom’s behalf.  Priest appointments were published in the new Earth 

and Fr. Chris Markham has been appointed as the Parochial Vicar at Nativity effective June 27
th

.  

Fr. Tom’s assignment has yet to be announced.   
 

Finance Council  

Mykal Sonstelie reported an approximate $46K loss in unrestricted net assets.  Investment 

earnings would be used towards expenses to offset any loss. 

Director of Administration’s Report 

Duane Koble highlighted the following from his report: 

 Community Garden will be planned for a second year.  Are searching for grants. 

 Recognized Anne Moynihan who was featured in the March 17
th
 Fargo Forum for her Irish roots.   

 Preliminary thank you to the KCs who will use their calendar raffle proceeds to replace the 

dishwasher once school is out. 

 Mark May 9
th
 for the 10

th
 Annual Salad Buffet in addition to a Silent Auction.  This is the only 

Faith Formation fundraiser. 

 

Committee & Commission Reports 

Young Adult Ministry – Don Schott reported on behalf of James Maertens.    

WOW youth were introduced to the Circle of Grace Safe Environment program which is part of the 

charter of U.S. bishops focusing on the protection of children.  Includes understanding your circle of 

grace and when it is acceptable or not acceptable for another to be in your circle of grace. 

Also watched the Living Stations during Lent and participated in Global Service Day by doing 

community service at Churches United for the Homeless. 

NOOMA is a series of videos by evangelical ministry that highlight a specific topic. 
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CYA has held group discussions on “Rediscover Catholicism”.  Group of 12-14 people are planning a 

year end grill out. 

 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – No written report. 

Fr. Kevin noted that the shrubbery and perennials will be lost during construction unless they are 

transplanted elsewhere.  Bonnie said there is space to transplant on the North side of the church. 

 

Deanery Representative – No report. 

 

Health Advisory Commission – No report. 

 

JPII Council – JPII Liaison Laura Alderman reported the parent group met the end of March.   

 Catholic Schools are discussed at baptism classes and articles included in the bulletin.  

 Director of Admissions at JPII will meet with the parent group to discuss bridge ideas for children 

to be active in the parish.   

 Jill Perhus will meet with Chris Steffan and Kathy Bourdon to discuss needs of the parish that the 

children can help in service.   

 The parent group meets quarterly and will hold a summer social.  

 Hardest assignment is giving this parent group a name.  Please email your ideas to Laura.   

 Lots of programs, retreats, and graduation events coming up as the school year comes to a close.  

 Each grade at the elementary school did their own almsgiving project.   

 Duane noted we should continue to invite people and their family to enroll at Nativity School.  

Nativity does not have enough kindergarten children for a third section.  Holy Spirit has a new 

kindergarten section. 

 May 19
th
 is the 50

th
 celebration of Nativity School with band and Valentino’s food.  Invitations 

were mailed to Nativity School Alumni.  

 JPII has a packet for new families to the parish about the school, as well as providing this packet 

at baptism classes.  At the child’s anniversary of their baptism, a card is sent from the priest to 

recognize the child.  Fifth grade going into sixth and entering high school are also key times to 

contact the families. 

 

Liturgical Commission – No report. 

 

Parish Faith Life Commission – Liaison Dale Craft reported that Faith Formation spoke about the “Circle 

of Grace” program.   

Two new committee members are still needed for this commission. 

Discussed the remodeling project and the types of material to provide to parishioners. 

The ways that parishioners hear from the priests was discussed, as people want to hear from the priests.  

Note that homilies are posted on the Nativity website. 

  

Social Justice Commission – Liaison Anne Moynihan reported NDSU engineering students would be 

assisting with the watering system for the Community Garden.  A grant has been applied for.  The garden 

has been enlarged but demand currently exceeds space.  Article on the Community Garden will be 

featured in “Faithworks”. 

Guest speaker on March 6
th
 was Prairie Rose who is the Project Manager for the Native American Center. 

Federal funding ends on 10/1/2012 so they are searching for a new location and will be fundraising in 

April and May of 2012. 

 

Announcements 

Chairman Greg Schmalz made the following announcements: 

 The next scheduled Pastoral Council meeting is Tuesday- May 22, 2012. 
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 The Summer Social Picnic is Tuesday- June 26, 2012.  Please consider hosting this event 

if possible.  The date can be moved if needed. 

There being no further business, the council closed with Evening Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lang 

Recording Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


